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| first met Charlie Weisthrough my attorney, thelate Craig S. Kelly of
Columbia, S.C. Kelly represented Coach Bill Belichick, the current head
coach of the New England Patriots, aswell as dozens of other coaches and
athletesthat date back to the days of the great Harry Carson of the New York
Giants, one of hisfirst signers.

Weaeis, arotund guy with a permanent grouch on hisface, isthelast guy in the
wor ld you would think would have a big heart. He's old school right down to
his“Johnny Unitis-styleflat top hair cut.” You just would not think this guy
would give two hoots about aten-year old kid who had an inoperable brain
tumor. But hedid.

Not only did he care, but he visited M ontana M azurkiewicz just one week
before he died from thetumor. Montana was one of millions of armchair
Notre Damefans. “Heespecially loved football,” said hismother Cathy.

When Welis showed up at the Mazurkiewicz home just east of South Bend,
Indiana, home of thefighting Irish, Montana was beside himself. Weis
himself hasa ten year old daughter, Hannah, who has global development
delay, araredisorder similar to autism.

“What can | dofor you?” Weisasked Montana. Thekid’sresponse was that
hewanted to call thefirst offensive play for thelrish at their gamethe
following Saturday. “Throw a passtotheright,” suggested Montana. “That
should work.”

Montana never got to seethe play. Hedied on Friday, one day beforethe
Irish wereto play. Notre Damewasin apickle. Thelrish had to start from
their own 1-yard linefollowing a fumblerecovery. Montana’'scall wasto
throw a pass. Nobody passes from their own 1-yard line. Too many things
can go wrong when you pass from your end zone- inter ceptions, fumbles, a
sack, a safety, aturnover... you nameit.
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Trueto hisword, however, Weis had the quarterback Brady Quin roll right

though hisentireteam went left. Helooked for tight end Anthony Fasano, the
“New Jersey Nightmare,” who caught a 13-yard passfor thefirst down.

That pass set thetonefor theremainder of the game asthelrish went on to
win. “It’salmost like Montanawas ‘willing’ him to beat that defender and
takeit tothe house,” Weissaid. Notre Damewent on towin by a 36-17
margin.

The next day, grumpy old Charlie Weisdelivered the game ball to Montana’'s
family. Each team member and coach signed it.

Old school? No just old values!

455 words



